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Osteoarthritis and Cartilage 20 (2012) 801ObituaryMaryFran R. Sowers, MS PhD, May 30, 1947–July 17, 2011Dr MaryFran R. Sowers, the John G Searle Professor of Public
Health at the University of Michigan (UM) School of Public Health
and Director of the UM Center for Integrated Approaches to
Complex Diseases, died July 17, 2011. She was 64 years old.
Dr. Sowers was an epidemiologist nationally and internationally
renowned for her unique insights into the ways that different
diseases can arise from variations of the same underlying1063-4584/$ – see front matter
doi:10.1016/j.joca.2012.04.006physiological process andwhose research contributed substantially
to the science of women’s health. Her multifaceted research has
characterized ovarian aging and other major hormonal transitions
across women’s lifecourse as well as their inﬂuence on bone health,
osteoarthritis, physical functioning and aging.
Born in Wichita, Kansas, Dr Sowers received her BS in nutrition
from Emporia State University in 1968, her MS in nutrition from
Oklahoma State University in 1973, and her PhD in epidemiology/
preventive medicine from the University of Iowa in 1984. She
joined the Department of Epidemiology at the University Of
Michigan School Of Public Health in 1987. During her 24-year
career at Michigan, Dr Sowers pioneered campus-wide endeavors
in the ﬁeld of women’s health.
Dr Sowers signiﬁcantly expanded the scientiﬁc community’s
understanding of menopause and aging in women as principal
investigator for the NIH-funded Study of Women’s Health Across
the Nation (SWAN) and the Tecumseh–basedMichigan Bone Health
and Metabolism Study (MBHMS).
A gifted teacher and mentor as well as an acclaimed research
scientist, Dr Sowers mentored and served as principal advisor to
more than 50 master’s and 25 doctoral students. She inspired
hundreds of women scientists and public health professionalsd
a role she viewed as crucial to the advancement of women’s health.
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